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on without women here, admittedly. But what sort of
life were we leading ? Would we drink as we did and
quarrel and argue and talk smut (" Speak for yourself! ")
and waste our time if we had the civilising and stimulating
presence of women in our midst ? Of course not! Look
over the shoulder of any successful man, and you will see
the eyes of the woman who has inspired him. Women
brought more to birth than babies : they made their
lovers anew. Sex was not over-rated : it was the central
fact of life. The world was full of dangerous celibates of
both sexes, unsatisfied in their own natures and therefore
bringing cruelty and muddle and hysteria into the lives
of others. St, Paul had said that it was better to marry
than to burn, and Christ had been more indulgent to the
woman taken in adultery than to the Scribes and
Pharisees.

These sentiments made the audience buzz like an
irritated hive. When the noise had subsided, I rose, and
wanted to say that we should be taught in boyhood some-
thing of the splendour possible in sex. (" How ? ") I did
not know exactly how it could be done, but Shakespeare
had given us several hints : in Romeo and Juliet for
instance. Schoolmasters and clergymen were mostly in-
experienced, and brought up in a stupid tradition------

There was much more in my mind, but I am a bad
speaker, and I was acutely conscious of the tortured
thoughts in the atmosphere. Until one has lived in a com-
munity where idleness forces Everyman upon the atten-
tion of Everyman, one has no idea of the dark turmoil
behind human masks. I felt an electrical tension in the
atmosphere. We wanted to lead sane lives. But the civilis-
tion which produced the Industrial Age and the Great
War was insane, putrescent at its core through neglect of